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Fulton Montessori School

LAUNCHED AT CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Starting in late spring 2018 (fingers crossed), parents in the
City of Richmond will be able to enroll their preschool-aged
children in the Fulton Montessori School (FMS). The school
will be open year-round, Monday through Friday, 8a.m.-6p.m.
Students will receive breakfast, lunch, and two snacks per
day. Tuition will be set on a sliding scale with individual family
rates. The admissions committee is currently accepting
applications for children ages
2.5-6.5 years old.
The philosophy of a Montessori
school can be illustrated by a quote
from the founder Maria Montessori:
“The education of even a small child,
therefore, does not aim at preparing
him for school, but for life.”
A COMMUNITY EFFORT

When news spread in October 2017
that the existing Montessori school
Salome Fernando
in Fulton would have to relocate, the
community rallied to meet the challenge. “It was important
that we continue to provide a high-quality preschool option
for working parents in the neighborhood,” said FMS Director

Naysa Knight
TO REGISTER, LEARN MORE, OR CONTRIBUTE

To learn more about registering your school-aged child,
volunteering, or making a tax-deductible donation,
call 804-404-5749. Updates will be posted to Facebook.

continued page 2

Navigating Community Change
Greater Fulton has a long history of neighbors and community
organizations coming together and building relationships. We
like to help each other and the community as a whole grow and
thrive. One current community topic in discussion is how our
neighborhood is changing quickly. To that end, Neighborhood
Resource Center (NRC) Executive Director Cheryl Groce-Wright,
former NRC staffer Jason Sawyer, and NRC Board Member Chuck
D’Aprix have been looking at how to help navigate community
change. Over the past few months, they hosted a series of
community conversations. From those, several distinct topics
emerged.
1. Fulton is a community of neighbors who speak to each other
and get to know one another. Residents have expressed a hope that
Welcome! To those who have moved into Greater Fulton recently we hope you
enjoy our community and feel at home. Let this newsletter assist you in getting
to know more about the community and finding new ways to connect with others
who call this neighborhood home. This newsletter is published twice yearly.
Some past issues can be found on Church Hill People’s News: www.chpn.net.

newcomers will embrace that habit and interact with their new
neighbors. We look forward to getting to know you!
2. Community members have heard rumors about increasing
property values that raise fears about being priced out of their
own homes. Others commented on higher and higher rent being
charged.
3. There have been questions about what unexpected challenges
the new apartment complex may bring to the neighborhood. And
some people have pointed out the differences between renters and
homeowners.
4. Longtime residents expressed a fear that Fulton will follow
in the steps of Church Hill as it has evolved over the past several
decades.
5. Several residents have been receiving communications about
selling their homes. Should you receive a letter, postcard, and/or
in-person visit from someone urging you to sell your home, there are
several things to keep in mind. First, while many “house flipping”
companies and investors are legitimate, there are some who are not.
continued page 2
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Fulton Montessori School continued from cover

Salome Fernando. She has worked in the community for 10
years and is eager to once again help prepare young people
to be independent, intelligent, and
inquisitive students.
A group of parents and active
residents rallied to find space (at
Calvary United Methodist Church,
with thanks to Reverend Robert Berghuis) and scrub,
paint, and ready the space for instruction. The group has
also raised funds to buy additional furniture and supplies.
A great local asset benefitting the communities of Fulton
and Church Hill, Fulton Montessori School will also accept
students from throughout the city.
Navigating Community Change continued from cover

COMMUNITY CONTACTS

Homeowners should carefully research such companies. Investors
aim to buy homes for very little and sell them for a profit, so it’s
unlikely an investor is going to pay you market value for your home
(typically, they offer 50-70% less than market value, depending on
how desperate a homeowner is to sell). Before signing anything
or choosing a “house flipping” company or investor to buy your
home, consult with a reputable realtor. A reputable realtor can help
you understand the real value of your home so you are in a better
position to determine whether selling your home to an investor is
the best solution for you.
Community leaders from the Civic Association and the
Neighborhood Resource Center will continue to work alongside
residents to craft a community vision in response to these issues that
will help us navigate the changes together.
We have begun the first stage, which involves gathering
information about what is happening in our community and
learning how other communities have addressed this issue. The
second will be taking that information and presenting it in a
community gathering, where residents can dialogue, share concerns,
and learn more. The third entails bringing all of the information
together to collaboratively craft a community vision to share with
city representatives, non-profit organizations, and business owners.
This phase is also where we will begin to implement our community
vision to ensure all residents can live and thrive in a connected
Greater Fulton that they help shape.
The spirit of caring for our neighbors in Greater Fulton is strong,
and we have a lot to be proud of: a thriving civic association, a
business association, community centers, community gardens,
a health clinic and dental office, parks and the VA Capital Trail,
history projects documenting the legacy of Fulton, and anchor
breweries choosing to locate in this community. Together, we can
chose a future that reflects who we are as a community and ensures
the Greater Fulton spirit remains strong.
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The Greater Fulton Civic Association Meetings

April 10 • June 12 • Oct 9 • Dec 11 • Feb 12
7-8 pm • Refreshments • All are welcome!
Neighborhood Resource Center, 1519 Williamsburg Road

General meetings are held on the second Tuesdays of even months (Oct., Dec., Feb., April, June) at the Neighborhood Resource Center, 1519 Williamsburg Road at 7 pm.
The Executive Committee meets on the alternate months, second Tuesdays, at 7 pm. • The newsletter is distributed to 2,000 residents and businesses. This issue:
Editor: Kara Zinchuck; Assistant Editors: Amy Wight and Brenda Vickers. Photo Editor: Madeline Carmichael; Layout: Al Davis. Advertising: Polly Chamberlain, Carl and
Mary Ellen Otto. Printing by BambooInk. Published by: Greater Fulton Civic Association, PO Box 38112, Richmond VA 23231.
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Economic Development Study
OF GREATER FULTON’S COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR
As Greater Fulton once again has found its way onto the
commercial map in RVA, attention has returned to the business
corridor on Williamsburg Avenue and Government Road.
Chuck D’Aprix, a neighborhood resident and economic
development consultant, has undertaken a pro bono study of
the corridor. His firm, Downtown Economics, has examined
multiple economic development components. They have
conducted surveys of residents within Greater Fulton and have
managed a number of focus groups with local business leaders.
In addition, Downtown Economics has provided much-needed
information on traffic counts, retail sales, zoning, architectural
guidelines, and design regulations.

The study, when released this month, will highlight the
highest and best use of our commercial corridor. This report is
rooted in the work of Greater Fulton’s Future conducted nearly
a half-decade ago with respect to the overall advancement of
our neighborhood. Mr. D’Aprix will be hosting several meetings
to share the results of the study.
This is not a study to gather dust on a shelf, but rather
will provide a road map to attracting new business to the
neighborhood. This will be a hands-on guide to the growth of
our business community while expanding the tax base.
If you have any questions or suggestions please contact
Chuck at chuckdaprix@gmail.com.

THREE NEW BUSINESSES OPEN
IN BUSINESS DISTRICT
i3 MEDIA DESIGNS

5025A Williamsburg Rd.
www.I3MediaDesigns.com
ivory@I3Mediadesigns.com
Ivory Martin has opened a media studio offering photography,
videography, and graphic design. She is a creative designer
who specializes in studio and outdoor photography, personal
and commercial videography, and graphic designs for any
occasion.

ROLLIN’ THUNDER CAR AUDIO

1800 Williamsburg Rd. • 804-658-5795
Louis Evans has brought car audio, video, and security needs
to our business district. He opened his first shop on East Belt
Boulevard in Southside, and this is his second shop. Cyril
Robertson is the tech person on site and in charge. They also
do custom fabrication for autos, motorcycles, scooters, ATVs,
and golf carts.

CHICKEN SHACK

5001 Government Rd.
Larry Orange operated Dairy King Restaurant here for 20
years (1975-1995). People came from all over the city to
buy hamburgers and fries and soft ice cream at the walkup window. Chicken Shack will be open 7 days a week, from
8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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TO SELL OR NOT TO SELL?

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Since the last edition of our newsletter in the
Fall of 2017, much has happened in the Greater
Fulton community. I thought I would take a
moment to brief you on some ongoing projects
Civic Association projects that are in progress to
make our community safer, cleaner and more
neighborly.
Our Neighborhood Watch program has
expanded over the last year. Thanks to the
Mike Madia
efforts of Kimberly Frost and Joey Seidell, who
have served as co-captains of our Neighborhood
Watch program, we have taken to social media to report crime and suspicious
activity throughout the neighborhood and seek input from local residents.
Violent crime continues to decline in the community, while property theft
and automobile break-ins remain a problem. At the behest of the Richmond
Police Department’s First Precinct, we urge all residents to be mindful – keep
your vehicles locked and remove visible valuables from view. With respect to
your home and property, keep valuable items away from view of the street,
keep windows and doors locked and immediately report any suspicious
activity to the Richmond Police Department. Our First Precinct Sector
111 officers, Captain Greer Gould and Lieutenant Ken Roane, are working
diligently within Greater Fulton to ensure that crime in our community is
contained and on the decline. We need your help to make that happen.
Now that spring is here, you will see a lot of activity from the Greater
Fulton Clean Team, including announcements on our Facebook Page
and Next Door regarding local area cleanups in both the commercial and
residential areas. Trash accumulation continues to be a problem in Greater
Fulton, especially in certain residential areas along city bus routes and up and
down the Williamsburg Road corridor. Volunteers are vital to this effort,
so please read the article regarding the Clean Team in this newsletter, and
consider signing up for one of its vital initiatives.
Earlier this year, in concert with the Neighborhood Resource Center the
Greater Fulton Civic Association launched the Neighbor Assistance Program.
This program looks to match residents in need with those who have skills to
assist. Please read the article concerning the Neighbor Assistance Program in
this newsletter and, if you like to help others, we can find an opportunity for
you to assist. This success of this program will be dictated by the willingness
of the members of our community to help each other in times of need.
I wish you all a wonderful spring and summer, and if you have not had
the opportunity to attend one of our Civic Association meetings, please
see the article elsewhere in this newsletter regarding the dates and times
for upcoming meetings, or contact me at mjm52989@aol.com for more
information.
Your neighbor,
Mike Madia
President, Greater Fulton Civic Association
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THOUGHTS ON AGING IN PLACE VS.
DOWNSIZING OR LIVING WITH FAMILY
There is a growing opportunity
to sell our homes in Greater Fulton.
Some residents have lived in this
community for decades but are
needing to reconsider their home
environment for upcoming seasons
of life. Here are a few thoughts on
aging in place (adjusting your house to continue living there)
and downsizing or moving in with family members after selling
your home.
First, the opportunity to sell a home, particularly in Greater
Fulton, is increasing right now for a few reasons. Greater
Fulton was an overlooked neighborhood for quite some time.
However, with the nearby, large investments of Stone Brewery,
Triple Crossing Brewery, the VA Capital Trail, LISC’s Greater
Fulton’s Future initiative, and the continued dedication of
many neighbors through the NRC, Civic Association, Legacy
Committee, and others, we are officially on the map - in a big
way. From a home buyer’s perspective, many houses in Greater
Fulton are still an affordable size (900-1300 sq. ft.) and price.
There is a mixture of old and new residents, houses of many
ages and types, and proximity to parks and other services,
particularly if one has a vehicle. This is all attractive to young
home buyers and those looking for a strong return on their
investment in the future.
These factors make it an appropriate time to sell a home,
but there are reasons not to sell immediately as well. Just like
an investment that is worth a smaller amount right now, if it is
held on to for a while longer, it may be worth much more in the
future.
There are factors to consider about aging in place and
downsizing or living with family. Most of us enjoy the thought
of staying in our homes. For this option, consider whether the
finances are available to rehabilitate your home so that you can
live on the first floor safely and in a wheelchair, if necessary.
Project: Homes and other organizations can help adapt a home
for this very purpose. If you are retiring or will be on a fixed
income, selling your house may provide the ability to purchase a
smaller place and adjust it to your future needs. If your children
are inviting you to live with them, selling your home can provide
the finances to make adjustments to their home. Keep in mind,
though, that adapting a home in this way may affect how easy it
is to sell in the future. Another alternative is adjusting your own
home, so a care provider can comfortably stay with you. There
are many options. Consider including anyone who would be
affected by your plans in the discussion.
These thoughts were taken from a discussion in February
with Ollie Chambers, realtor with Keller Williams Realty/
Richmond West. Ms. Chambers was a speaker at the February
Civic Association meeting. She helped her own mother make
these decisions. Greater Fulton feels like a “home away from
home” for Ms. Chambers, since her favorite uncle and aunt lived
here, and she visited frequently.

NRC FULTON • 804-864-5795 • INFO@NRCCAFE.ORG • WWW.NRCCAFE.ORG

Watch Fulton’s Gardens Grow
and even grow your own!

The Garden Program at the Neighborhood Resource Center
is growing! You may have seen a new garden popping up on
the corner of Garber and Campbell streets. This is the new
Garber Street Community Garden!

are scheduled for the third Tuesday of every month from 7
to 8 p.m. Attend our meetings, get on our mailing list, and/or
follow the NRC on Facebook and Instagram to hear about our
workshops and other opportunities!
The NRC’s garden program is conducting a survey for the
Greater Fulton neighborhood to assess accessibility, impact,
awareness, and overall suitability of its programs for the
community. Are you a Greater Fulton resident? Visit nrccafe.org
to fill it out the survey!
Interested in volunteering without joining the Growers
Club? Volunteers of all ages, knowledge levels, and abilities
are welcome! If you are looking to set up ongoing volunteer
engagement, fulfill volunteer hours, or just come out one time,
you are welcome!
To get involved, contact the the Garden Coordinator,
Alex Little, by email at alex@nrccafe.org or call the NRC
at 864-5797 and ask for Alex.

Here, we will be growing and delivering
veggies to a few homebound and older
adults from the Fulton Community.
If you or someone you know is interested in taking
advantage of this exciting opportunity, reach out using the
contact info. listed below.
The NRC is also starting a Fulton Growers Club. The mission
of this club is to support community connectedness for those
interested in gardening and provide educational opportunities
for those with a variety of skill levels. The club includes monthly
meetings and workshops every 6 weeks from March through
November. Meetings will be focused on sharing resources and
experiences in gardening. Workshops will focus on a range of
topics including soil management, plant care, composting, and
pest management. Club membership will also include access
to free seeds and plants. The only requirement for membership
is volunteering 4 hours per month in our Garber Street
Garden and Learning Garden at the NRC. Monthly meetings
5
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PROGRAMS
ADULT SERVICES
MON-WED 10-2, THUR 12-2, FRI 10-2
OUT-OF-SCHOOL TIME PROGRAM
MON-FRI 2:30 - 6 P.M.
CAFÉ SUPPER: MON-FRI 3:45 - 4:30 P.M.
FREE TO ANYONE 18 AND YOUNGER

2018 NRC EVENTS

FOOD PANTRY
2ND & 4TH THUR, 3:30-6 P.M. (NO EARLIER THAN 2 P.M.)
SERVING THE 23231 ZIP CODE, BRING ID.

April 9, Out-of-School Time Summer Camp Registration
Begins - registration forms will be at the front desk on this
date. First come, first served. Accepting 40 students only!
Rising kindergarten through rising 5 grades. 9 weeks of fun,
2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Weekly themes, swimming, field trips,
and more! $50.00 for the first camper and $10.00 for each
additional sibling. Rising Middle Schoolers - Applications for Jr.
Counselors Leadership Program will be available at the same
time. (Jr. Counselors work for their camp fees.)

ONGOING EVENTS
Food Pantry - every 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month
starting at 3:30pm. (Waiting may start no earlier than 2:00pm)
This is for the 23231 zip code. Please bring I.D.
Chew and Chat - Every Thursday at 11:00 a.m. come discuss
issues relevant to the community in a safe space.

June 18 - 21, Drop off Your Treasures for NRC Yard Sale - MonThurs! We would love to have volunteers help organize and
price during the week. Contact holly@nrccafe.org.

Community Bus Tours - Learn more about the history and
culture of Greater Fulton every 3rd Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.

June 23 - NRC Yard Sale - Donate your new or gently-used
items to NRC for sale during our annual yard sale. All proceeds
go to programs that support our community! Donation dropoff begins June 18. You may also join us as a vendor for a
minimal $15 dollar fee. Contact Holly at 864-5797.

NRC’S GARDEN PROGRAM IS GROWING!
Fulton Growers Club - Join and get a free garden in your own
yard! Learn everything you need to know to grow your own
vegetables and herbs.

August TBD, NRC’s Community Open House! We will
announce through our Facebook and Next Door Fulton.

Garber Street CSA Garden - Are you homebound, or do
you have difficulty leaving your house to get fresh fruits &
vegetables? We’d love to deliver fresh produce from our new
garden directly to your home. Contact alex@nrccafe.org.

August 7, National Night Out - Bring the whole family for
a night of games, food, music, and getting to know your
community at the Powhatan Hill Community Center!

Farm Fridge - Our fully-stocked produce fridge opens in April!
Open every weekday M-F, 10-2 at the NRC. All items are only 1
or 2 dollars. SNAP/EBT accepted.

October 21, Run to the River - 8K run through Greater Fulton
and a 1 mile Fun Run starting and ending at Stone Brewing!
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What’s So Special About Fulton?

lenty, according to its numerous supporters and chief
advocate Cheryl Groce-Wright, who became the
executive director of the Neighborhood Resource
Center of Greater Fulton (NRC) in 2012. Since 2005, the NRC
has been a beacon of light for Fulton, offering programs
and services that build individual, family, and community
capacity. The NRC and the people of Greater Fulton
have an amazing partnership that has grown from a few
concerned residents into a cooperative group of connected
neighbors acting together to make life better for the entire
neighborhood.
The community of Greater Fulton is one of Richmond’s
most poverty-stricken neighborhoods. Some 48 percent
of Fulton residents who are 25 or older lack a high school
diploma or equivalent. Low educational attainment
translates into low-paying jobs. That means 41 percent of
our families live on less than $15,000 a year.
In addition:
•M
 any of our families are one medical crisis or major car
repair away from crossing over the threshold into severe
poverty.
•D
 espite recent upticks in the economy, many Fulton
families’ ability to achieve economic stability continues
to lag, and families struggle to secure the basic needs of
housing and food.
• J ob mobility and transportation options are limited in
the community. There is no grocery store, bank, school,
library, or even a post office!
Yet, the ongoing efforts of the NRC and its stakeholders
are making a difference in the daily lives of many in the
following areas:
•C
 ommunity Education – We provide an after-school
and summer program for youth, ages 6-13, including
cooking classes in the NRC’s commercial kitchen and
gardening classes in the NRC’s Learning Garden.
•C
 ommunity Health – Youth and adults learn healthy
lifestyle skills and eating habits through cooking
and exercise classes, gardening classes held in our
sustainable learning garden, and our free summer youth
lunch program.
•C
 ommunity Employment and Financial Resource
Development – Through our NRC Works program, adult

neighbors are provided with employment placement
and career improvement services, financial education
and coaching, and access to public benefits/income
supports.
•C
 ommunity Organizing – We serve as the convening
agency for Greater Fulton’s Future, a multi-year
neighborhood revitalization initiative.
Even more exciting, the NRC now offers an Out-of-School
Time Program with a current enrollment of 38 with some 15
youngsters on the waitlist! Students from both Richmond
City and Henrico County attend after-school programming
at the NRC every Monday through Friday, 2:30 – 6 p.m.
They have a wide range of activities to choose from,
including homework help, outside play in two playgrounds,
and a host of enrichment classes designed for students
aged kindergarten to middle school. Students are able to
experience cooking classes, gardening programs, health
and nutrition education, and so much more. The goal of
this program is to help students realize their full potential
as bright, productive, and kind citizens with support from
OSTP Director Holly Thornton, Coordinator Anne Self, and 15
dedicated volunteers.

“The growth and success of the Out-of-School
Time Program at the NRC is a perfect example
of the positive results that can be achieved
when a few committed and concerned
stakeholders pool their resources together
to make something productive and special
that truly makes a difference in the lives
of the program participants.”
Thanks to the NRC, Fulton has a lot to be proud of: a food
pantry that serves nearly 60 families twice a month, a tax
preparation program so popular that lines form outside the
door, and volunteers who brave winter’s chill on the MLK
holiday to plant seeds for a spring and summer garden.
These are just a few examples of the value of the NRC to
residents and volunteers of the close-knit community just a
stone’s throw east of Richmond’s Church Hill area.
For more information, contact the NRC at
864-5797 or www.nrccafe.org.
7

NRC FULTON • 804-864-5795 • INFO@NRCCAFE.ORG • WWW.NRCCAFE.ORG
am
NRC Works Te

at Community

Open House
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Park Zipline
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Time Program
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CLEAN TEAM
Clean Team volunteers (L-R): Amy
Wight, Paul DiPasquale, Mike Madia,
and Carl Otto with one of The Clean
Team’s new trash barrels. Thanks to
Holly Thornton, Operations Director
at the NRC, for painting the first two
barrels! Soon these decorative trash cans will be
placed throughout greater Fulton to encourage the
appropriate disposal of trash in an effort to keep our
community clean.

The Clean Team is looking for volunteers, and there are
a number of ways YOU can get involved today!
We need:
• Artists to paint trash barrels
• Participants in upcoming neighborhood clean-ups
•R
 esidents interested in “adopting” their block to
keep it clean
To date, over 60 people have signed up to receive
free supplies (a trash picker, gloves, and trash bags)
to keep their neighborhoods cleaned up.
To volunteer, contact:
Chuck D’Aprix, Clean Team Captain, at 244-6303
or email at chuckdaprix@gmail.com
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THAT’S THE WORD ON MY STREET by Zykera Williams

Z

Is it because I’m BLACK
That I’m under ATTACK,
Or people don’t know their FACTS?
It’s like when whites see BLACKS,
They don’t know how to ACT.
And when blacks see WHITES,
They’re ready to FIGHT.
I’m tired of living this LIFE,
Because to me we’re all equal no matter the COLOR.
And to God we’re all sisters and BROTHERS.
So why do we have this hatred toward each OTHER?
Color is COLOR.
See, they are SURPRISED
How I write these RHYMES,
Because to them blacks don’t have TIME.
We’re too busy making babies at 16 and doing DRUGS.
But the police don’t know that they’re the PLUG
When they see me using words they think I’ve never seen BEFORE.
It’s reality; it’s not a dream ANYMORE.
My life’s not an open book; it’s more of an open DOOR.
I ask myself, “why is this world filled with RACISTS?”
Trying to figure it out is hard, not BASIC.
See, they want me to FAIL,
‘Cause to them, blacks are always in JAIL.
But I’m going to beat the STATISTICS
Like a MAGICIAN.
You’re not going to make me feel like I want to be DIFFERENT.
You see life up close; I see it from a DISTANCE.
We’re screaming, hands up, “don’t shoot!” They see it as RESISTANCE.
That’s my word on the street, so what’s yours?

ykera, 14, comes to Character Club when she
can get a ride or it’s warm enough to walk.
Character Club is a mentoring program offered
by Christian volunteers from YWAM here in our
community. One evening, Zykera
shared her poem that had been
selected for a Saturday program
at school. When she was done,
Ms. Thelma, the program leader,
asked Zykera what she saw
when she looked at the mostly
white faces around the table.
“I see people who love me
regardless of my skin color.” To
the right is the poem she shared.
Zykera

To Zykera and others neighbors who feel the same as
what she has written: Thank you for being honest. Zykera,
thank you also for being honest with the Character Club
staff and recognizing that there are many who do not fit
the stereotype. To those who love others regardless of what
shade of color we are, thank you.
A phrase was added to the art installation at the
bottom of Powhatan Hill Park: “It’s fear, not hate.” From
Zykera’s poem, the phrases “not knowing how to act”
and feeling “ready to fight” are real human responses.
Fear may be triggering our responses. As they discuss in
Character Club, the Bible says, “Perfect love expels fear”
(1 John 4:18). Perfect love. What that looks like and
how to live that is worth consideration. May we grow in
loving each other more perfectly.

Dr. Newbille:
YWCA Outstanding Women Award Winner
Our own 7th District Councilwoman, Cynthia Newbille, has been selected as
Outstanding in the category of Law and Government, one of the nine categories
recognized. The Outstanding Women Awards is the largest celebration of women in
leadership positions in our region and the YWCA’s signature women’s empowerment
event.
Dr. Newbille will be recognized at an event on Friday, April 27, that will honor nine
of Richmond’s Pioneers in the fields of Arts, Business, Education, Health & Science,
Human Relations & Faith in Action, Law & Government, Media & Marketing, Nonprofit
Management, and Volunteerism.
Congratulations, Dr. Newbille! Thanks for your work on our behalf in the 7th District!
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GREETINGS FROM THE POWHATAN HILL COMMUNITY CENTER

5051 Northampton Street at Williamsburg Road • 646-0973 • Fax 646-4618
Spring Hours: Monday through Friday: 2:00pm-10:00pm • Saturday depending on programming & scheduled youth soccer or baseball games; • Sunday: Closed
Summer Hours: Monday through Friday: 7:30am-8:00pm • Great Summer Escape 7:30am to 5:30pm; Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Staff: John R. Williams, Center Supervisor • Shanjia Scott & Wayde Fleming, Recreation Instructors • Kristen Brown, Recreation Aide • Marquis Mosby, Recreation Aide

UPCOMING THIS SPRING!
RVA FITNESS WARRIORS

GREAT SUMMER ESCAPE

With support from the Anthem Foundation, Richmond
Sportsbackers, and the Richmond City Health District, the RVA
Fitness Warriors program began on March 21st. This group
exercise class is scheduled to take place on Wednesdays at
6:45 p.m.

Great Summer Escape (ages 6–12) and Generation Z (ages 13
and older) registration will take place through the first day of
camp (June 25th). The fee is $250.00 for the Great Summer
Escape and $400.00 for Generation Z for the nine-week
program; a copy of the child’s birth certificate, report card, or
school schedule (for school verification) and proof of City of
Richmond residency (current utility bill or rent receipt) will be
needed. The Generation Z program takes place at on off-site
location (TBD) – no transportation will be provided.

HEALTH FAIR APRIL 7TH
SNPhA, a pharmacy student
organization from Virginia
Commonwealth University School
of Pharmacy, is collaborating
with our community on a Health
Fair scheduled for April 7th at
the community center. SNPhA
is dedicated to the pharmacy
profession and serving the
community, so the goal of the Health
Fair is to serve and educate the community, especially those
who may not have access to healthcare. At the event, there will
be blood pressure and BMI screenings, along with educational
booths on how to prevent certain diseases such as diabetes
and high blood pressure. Pharmacists will be on site for those
who have additional questions about their screening results.
There will also be a dance area to promote physical activity and
many other fun activities for all ages, so bring the whole family!

COACHES NEEDED
We ask that anyone interested in
coaching (volunteering) contact the
center. We are specifically looking for a
football coach for our Junior (ages 13 -14)
team. All coaches will undergo criminal
background checks and will be certified by the N.Y.S.C.A.
(provided by the City of Richmond). The N.Y.S.C.A. Clinic will
take place at Humphrey-Calder Community Center at 7:00 p.m.
(dates TBD). Only serious applicants need apply.
IMPORTANT DATES

March – June (1st day of camp) – Great Summer Escape
Registration
March 1 – April 7 – Youth Soccer and Baseball Registration
April 7 – Health Clinic – Collaboration with SNPhA of VCU’s
School of Pharmacy 10:00 a.m.

YOUTH SPORTS REGISTRATION
For youth sports, we will be
registering participants for boys’
baseball/T-Ball, girls’ softball, and
Spring U-6, U-8, and U-10 Soccer
beginning on March 1st. The fee
for City of Richmond residents
is $25.00 ($45.00 for non-city
residents); a copy of the child’s
birth certificate, report card,
or school schedule (for school
verification) and proof of City of
Richmond residency (current utility
bill or rent receipt) will be needed.

CENTER CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:

Friday, March 30th – in observance of Good Friday; Monday,
May 28th – in observance of Memorial Day
DAILY PROGRAMMING

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY
3:00 – 6:00 p.m. After School Fun Club (no transportation)
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Soccer Practice (beginning late March)
6:30 – 7:45 p.m. Cheerleading (Monday)
TUESDAY
3:00 – 6:00 p.m. After School Fun Club (no transportation)
6:30 – 7:45 p.m. Cheerleading
THURSDAY
3:00 – 6:00 p.m. After School Fun Club (no transportation)
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Character Club
FRIDAY
3:00 – 6:00 p.m. After School Fun Club (no transportation)

UPCOMING:
REGISTRATION FOR YOUTH FOOTBALL AND CHEERLEADING,
FALL SOCCER AND THE AFTER SCHOOL FUN CLUB
IN JULY AND AUGUST 2018

ACTUAL SCHEDULE MAY VARY DUE TO ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING
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GREETINGS FROM THE POWHATAN HILL COMMUNITY CENTER

Game MVPs: Javonte Tillery (left), Rashawn Buster (right) with Mayor Stoney

J.V. PeeWees win the City

ll
Championship in footba

J.V. PeeWees

Juniors are the City runner-up in football
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT STONE BREWING RVA?
Stone Brewing celebrated its 2nd anniversary on February 24, 2018, with open doors
to the brewhouse and a couple of locally-made special beers. The Virginia Capital Trail
Foundation and the Gillies Creek Park Foundation provided information to the public,
along with Richmond Region Tourism and RVA small business Shine Craft Vessels, which makes thermal cups and growlers in
Richmond. A percentage of the day’s proceeds were donated to the Gillies Creek Park Foundation.
To meet growing demand, Stone Brewing now has two production shifts five days a week and employs nearly 80 people.
Four additional 1,000-barrel fermentation tanks were delivered by barge on the James River in December. A canning line was
installed and is operational just since the beginning of the year.
Stone Brewing continues to be active in the community:
•B
 rewery staff has “adopted” Gillies Creek Park and conducts twice monthly
trash pickups in the park.
•A
 n orchard of 12 fruit and nut trees has been planted near the corner
of Nicholson Street and Williamsburg Avenue in collaboration with the
Beautiful RVA coalition Urban Gardeners program of Lewis Ginter Botanical
Gardens, with the expertise of Mr. Duron Chavis and Virginia State
University. As the trees in the orchard grow, they will provide education,
food, and beauty in the community.
•E
 xpect a few visits from RVA Goats as the weather warms up; the goats
help maintain the meadows and provide an environmentally sound way to
combat invasive plants.
• In 2017, Stone Brewing in Richmond helped raise over $100,000 in
Richmond with a focus on the East End, including the Peter Paul
Development Center, the Neighborhood Resource Center of Greater Fulton,
the James River Association, and the Virginia Capital Trail Foundation,
among others.
Stay tuned for additional community events at Stone Brewing. Community Relations Manager Juliellen Sarver can be
reached at 804-489-5900 ext. 3661 or juliellen.sarver@stonebrewing.com.

News about the Stone Richmond Bistro
Stone Brewing has completed a long process of figuring out how to use the Intermediate Terminal Building for the Richmond
location of the Stone World Bistro and Gardens. The building, built in 1937, has significant structural and environmental challenges
and cannot accommodate the project as envisioned. Stone Brewing will move forward with constructing an new building on the
riverfront that will house a restaurant. The new building will be environmentally-friendly, and will incorporate some of the old
building into the new design. Stone Brewing anticipates opening the new restaurant in late 2019.

Artisan Hill Update

Construction on the Artisan Hill project
is now well underway, with completion of
the two new buildings expected early next
year. Early delivery units will be available
for rent this year, in time for the holidays.
Artisan Hill will be a mixed-income
community, geared for workforce housing.

Ten percent of the units will be available to
renters earning 60% of Area Median Income
thanks in part to a grant from the City of
Richmond, Department of Economic and
Community Development. Another 10% of
units will be available to renters making 80%
of Area Median Income.
Renovation of the adjacent Fulton
Hill Studios (the former Robert Fulton
Elementary School) has also begun, and
the artist tenants have been relocated to a
nearby building on Goddin Street during
construction. Fulton Hill Properties has
added a master carpenter, who is a former
Fulton resident, to our team to assist with
bringing the beautiful building back to its
former glory.
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The projects will include one- and
two-bedroom apartments, live-work artist
studios, offices, and a market and café.
Amenities available to residents include a
rooftop deck, gallery, movie screening room,
ceramics studio, 3,000-square-foot fitness
center, 75-foot lap pool, a host of indoor and
outdoor social spaces, and sweeping views of
downtown and the James River.
We are grateful for the overwhelming
support from our community in Greater
Fulton.
Follow us on Facebook (Artisan Hill
Apts) and Instagram (@artisanhillapts) for
more updates and photos!

COMMUNITY

Captain Greer Gould

C

aptain Greer Gould began working with RPD in
1997, when she was assigned to the First Precinct
(our area of the City). She worked there in patrol
or HINET until 2000, when she transferred to the
Organized Crime Division, Narcotics Unit. Gould was
promoted to Sergeant in 2003 and went back to First
for a few months before being assigned to a citywide
Firearms and Drug Enforcement Unit. In 2005, she
was transferred to 3rd Precinct FMT (Focused Mission
Team) and then Detective Sergeant over Property
Crimes. In 2011, Gould was promoted to Lieutenant in
Sector 411 (which includes Gilpin Court and Highland
Park). In late 2012, she was transferred to Special
Operation Division, Homeland Security, where she
stayed until being promoted to Captain in February
2016. She was with the Watch Commander’s office
until November 2017 when she became the First
Precinct Commander! Captain Gould is happy to be
working with the Greater Fulton community.

Lieutenant Ken Roane

L

ieutenant Ken Roane has been with the Richmond
Police Department since March 1995. On
November 25, 2016, he became the Officer-In-Charge
of Sector 111 (our sector). Lt. Roane is responsible for
handling concerns and correcting issues throughout
1st Precinct. A results-oriented police leader and
problem solver, Lt. Roane is excited and looking
forward to working with the community and all
partners to make Sector 111 a better place to live,
work, and visit.

Contact Info: 804-646-0574
Department Work History:
Police Lieutenant Sector 111, First Precinct
Police Lieutenant, Community, Youth & Intervention Services
Police Sergeant, 3rd Precinct/4th Precinct
Training & Development Division
First Precinct, Sector #112
Community Intelligence Unit
Organized Crime Narcotics Division
1st Precinct High Intensity Neighborhood Enforcement Unit
RRHA Street Enforcement Unit
Field Services 1st Precinct

Contact Info: 804-646-0479 / greer.gould@richmondgov.com

TWO PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS AFFECTING TRAFFIC ARE ON SCHEDULE
Gilliam to Malone and Mt. Erin to Apperson. It should be completed by
the end of May. Project CSO 28A is Williamsburg Rd. from Hatcher to
Montgomery. It’s scheduled for completion in August. Once the projects
are completed, the Department of Public Works plans to resurface
Williamsburg Rd. and all the other streets that have been affected.
Despite the inconvenience of detours and slowed traffic, most folks
agree that Corman Construction workers have been efficient at keeping
the traffic moving. Supervisors are always on site if residents have any
questions.
Separately, it looks like they’ve started work on the Dock St. ramp,
which will reconnect traffic from Rt. 5.

In case you’ve been wondering about road closures and construction
in our neighborhood, here are some updates.
The City of Richmond is in the process of separating two wastewater
streams: wastewater from buildings and households, and surface water
that runs off the streets into storm drains. Historically, the streams
have been combined and treated at the Waste Water Plant before being
released into the James River.
During heavy rains and floods, the two streams combined can
overwhelm the treatment center, releasing untreated sewage into the
James River. Once the streams are separated, runoff water from the
storm drains will go directly into the river. This should reduce the strain
on the treatment center.
Two projects are underway, both handled by Corman Construction
Company. Project CSO 28E is within these neighborhood streets:

Note to anyone still trying to navigate the intersection
at Williamsburg Ave. and E. Main St.:

Patience and courteous driving go a long way under trying circumstances.
13

GILLIES CREEK PARK

Wobanc Danforth holds Fluffy

Kudzu-Taming in Greater Fulton:
A Strategy of Multiplication
Goats were brought into Gillies Creek Park to combat the weed kudzu, which was taking over the park.
The original crew consisted of two pigmy female goats, Elizabeth and Sweetie Pie. Their work schedule was
Monday through Friday during good weather, and their overnight accommodations were in the county.
Initially, they occupied a small, moveable fenced area. It was determined that they needed a bigger area to
graze and more shade. So a larger area was created.
The two females were lonesome, so Danny goat was invited to join the group. On January 9th, Elizabeth
delivered Fluffy and Sweetie Pie had twins. The army of six is now awaiting the growth of the kudzu. Their
grazing area is on Stoney Run Rd. adjacent to the Corn Hole Courts.
When you visit, please enjoy meeting the goats but do not feed them. They have a job to do eating the
weeds, and supplements are provided when needed.

Gillies Creek Park at Williamsburg Avenue & Stony Run Road
BMX Bicycle Track: Richmond BMX.Com
Gary Craig 804-516-9162 and Art Luck 804-305-1829

CoEd Kickball: River City Sports & Social Club
www.RIVERCITYSSC.com

Horseshoes: Carl Otto 804-226-4366

Corn Hole Courts: Stony Run Rd. near Horseshoe Pits

Disk Golf: www.RiverCityGolf.com

Goats: Wobanc Danforth 804-307-3407

Senior & Junior Jumps: corner of Stony Run Rd. & Government Rd.
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BUILT BY ASSOCIATION
GREATER FULTON’S CIVIC
ASSOCIATION ADDRESSES
COMMUNITY CARES AND CONCERNS

If you have never attended a Greater Fulton Civic
Association meeting, or if you haven’t had a chance
to attend one in a while, you should stop by the
Neighborhood Resource Center on the second Tuesday of
February, April, June, October, and December at 7 p.m.
and find out what’s going on in the neighborhood. The
Greater Fulton Civic Association is committed to making
our neighborhood a wonderful place to live and a safe place
to raise our children.
Over the last year, the Civic Association has hosted
numerous speakers to inform community members of
events and items of interest to our neighborhood. Among
other things, the meetings have provided updates on the
status of the GRTC Pulse Bus, Richmond Police Department
reports on crime in our neighborhood, fun community
events like the Run to the River, Williamsburg Road traffic
issues, the Fulton Hill Properties complex being built
next to Powhatan Hill, and the Greater Fulton Neighbor
Assistance Program. All these things are of vital importance
to the residents of Fulton Hill.
Fulton area residents are encouraged to come to the
Civic Association meetings and voice concerns about the
community – traffic issues, trash, and debris that needs to
be removed, problems in the neighborhood – nothing is off
limits for discussion. We want to hear your concerns and
help get them solved!
The next Civic Association meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 10, at 7 p.m. at the Neighborhood
Resource Center. Membership in the Civic Association
is free, and raffle prizes and refreshments are given out
at every meeting. Come and meet your neighbors, make
connections, and build associations within the community.
We are stronger together!

Greater Fulton’s Neighbor Assistance
Program Brings Help to Those in Need
If you asked around your block today, “What are the best
parts of living in Greater Fulton?,” one of the most frequent
answers would be, “I have great neighbors.” Greater Fulton
is special in many ways, but one of the most important
aspects of living here is the way that we help our neighbors.
Recently, Mike Madia, the President of the Greater Fulton
Civic Association, together with Danielle Nelson, the social
worker at the Neighborhood Resource Center, decided to
make the way we help our neighbors even better. Mike and
Danielle determined that there
are many residents in Greater
Fulton who, due to age,
incapacity, or infirmity, are
not able to do fix the porch
stairs or secure a gutter, or
someone who lives alone and
could benefit from a periodic
visit from a neighbor. In addition, there are many
Fulton residents who are handy with a hammer or a
screwdriver or have time to drop by and assist an elderly
neighbor for an hour or two once or twice a month.

It’s all about neighbors helping neighbors,
and Mike and Danielle call this
neighborhood initiative the “Greater Fulton
Neighbor Assistance Program.”
If you know of a neighbor who could benefit from
the Neighbor Assistance Program or if you would like to
add your name to the list of residents who can help with
neighborhood projects to help a neighbor in need, please
contact Mike Madia at mjm52989@aol.com or Daniel Nelson
at danielle@nrccafe.org. Everyone should be able to say, “I
have great neighbors!” and “I am a great neighbor!” That is
what will make Greater Fulton the best neighborhood to live
in Richmond.

CARE-A-VAN DATES FOR 2018
APRIL 30 · MAY 30 · JUNE 29 · AUG 29 · OCT 29
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CELEBRATING 40+ YEARS
– Lotsey & Hardy Tire Co. –

An honest smile, a firm handshake and a familiar face will greet
you when you take your car to the neighborhood garage Lotsey
& Hardy Tire Co. That’s because Sherman Burwell and Eric
Adkins have worked there for over 4 decades. Sherman started
in 1971 and Eric a couple of years later. What keeps them open
and busy? “Treat everyone like they are family,” states Sherman.
It’s a genuine friendliness and honesty that keep customers
coming back to somewhere they know that all customers will be
treated the same no matter who they are or where they are from.
Thanks for serving the community of Fulton for over 40 years,
gentlemen! We appreciate you.

Sherman Burwell and Eric Adkins

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCY (FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE)

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE (RICHMOND)

646-5100

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE (HENRICO)

501-5000

CRIME STOPPERS

780-1000

SECTOR 111 LT. KEN ROANE

646-0574

ABC VIOLATIONS

213-4400

TRUANCY (YOUTH SKIPPING SCHOOL)

646-ABCD

24-HOUR ABUSE & NEGLECT HOTLINE 800-552-7096
PRO BONO LEGAL ASSISTANCE 648-1012 EXT. 6047
CENTRAL VA LEGAL AID SOCIETY
EMERGENCY HUMAN SERVICES

211

CITY HALL CALL CENTER

311

(TO REPORT PROBLEMS WITH CITY SERVICES)

COMMUNITY
FULTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL

893-7244

GREATER FULTON MEDICAL CENTER

780-0840

NEIGHBORHOOD RESOURCE CENTER (NRC) 864-5797
POWHATAN HILL COMMUNITY CENTER

646-0973

BUS SCHEDULE & ROUTES (GRTC)

358-4782

GAS & WATER: CITY PUBLIC UTILITIES

646-4646

(YOUTH SPORTS & EDUCATION)

POWER OUT: DOMINION ENERGY
STREET LIGHTS OUT
TELEPHONE OUT: VERIZON

866-366-4357
646-4646
800-837-4966

TRASH & RECYCLING
EAST RICHMOND RD. CONVENIENCE CENTER 646-4706
(YARD WASTE, HAZARDOUS WASTE, TIRES)

HOPKINS ROAD TRANSFER STATION
RECYCLING BINS AND SCHEDULE
ANIMAL CARE & CONTROL

232-8488
340-0900

(LOST, STRAY, ABUSED ANIMALS & ILLEGAL BREEDING)
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646-5573

A Big “Thank You”!
Many from around Greater Fulton contribute their skills and time to
make this newsletter a success. They volunteer and hope you enjoy
the finished product. For this issue, our thanks for production, ad
sales, and distribution (in no particular order) goes to:
PRODUCTION:
Amy Wight
Brenda Vickers
Ollie Chambers
Juliellen Sarver
Carl & Mary Ellen Otto
John Williams (Mr. Jay)
Cheryl Groce-Wright
Rosa Coleman
Holly Thornton
Kim Frost
Zykera Williams
Madeline Carmichael

Jill Matthews
Suzanne Garrett
Debbie Walker
Thelma Martin
Tracy Foard
Chuck D’Aprix
Mike Madia
Alex Little
Al Davis
Kara Zinchuck
Steve Otto

ADS:
Mary Ellen Otto
Carl Otto
Polly Chamberlin
DISTRIBUTION:
Penny Adkins
YWAM VA
& many others
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AUTO REPAIRS
STATE INSPECTIONS

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00am-5:00pm
State Inspection Hours: 8:00am-3:00pm

(804) 716-9797

2707 East Marshall Street
7am-7pm Monday-Saturday
7am-2pm Sunday
www.wpabakery.com
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Sabatino’s Wings Over Richmond
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4904 GOVERNMENT ROAD • DELIVERY & CARRY OUT • CONVENIENCE STORE

PO

Stone Oven Cooked Pizza
Wings, Subs, Pastas

GA

804-525-4962 • 11am-Midnight Every Day

3D MOBILE DETAIL & POWER WASHING
4915 Government Road
Darius Rattley
804-868-6924 • 804-822-7160

“We service the River City and much more…”
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Cool Mart

5011 Government Road • 804.433.8000

Mohamed Al-Awadi welcomes you!

7 DAYS A WEEK 8:00am-12:00pm
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1621 WILLIAMSBURG RD. • 222-7100
8AM-12 MIDNIGHT EVERY DAY

CHEAPEST BP GAS IN TOWN
ATM

Inside • Lucky Lottery Ticket Store
We Match Wawa Gas Prices

ABRAHAM

Groceries • Frozen Foods • Cold Cuts • Cigarettes • Lotto • Food Stamps (EBT)
Faxing & Copy Services • Debit & Credit Cards
WE SELL PHONES • Pre-paid Cell Phones • Trac Cards • T-Mobile • Virgin Mobile • Verizon • Boost Mobile

5005 Government Road

JOYCE MONROE, OWNER/STYLIST • ARETHA NASH, OPERATOR

“IF IT AIN’T TIGHT IT AIN’T RIGHT”

4908 GOVERNMENT ROAD · RICHMOND, VA 23231 · 804-918-4094

322 N. 25th St.

644-8200

Nan Jack, DVM • Carol Moyer, DVM • Karen Manuel, DVM • Emily Kirkpatrick, DVM
www.ChurchHillAnimalHospital.com

Thank you for letting us care for your pets!
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Dhakar Family Dentistry
Medicaid Accepted

Dr. Aditya Dhakar with
Liyahnae Wright, age 7

Assistant Robin Woolfolk with
Psalm Banister, age 3

Dental Care for Adults & Children • Monday-Friday · 9:00am to 4:30pm
We accept Most Insurances

Aditya Dhakar, DDS • Surya P. Dhakar, DDS • Parth Madurantakam, DDS
1633 Williamsburg Road Richmond, VA 23231

www.dhakar.com • www.AffordableDentistRichmond.com
(Parking available at the rear of building)

Tooth
Extraction

Simple Tooth: $100
Broken/Surgical: $150
Cannot be combined with any other
coupon or discount.
EXPIRES April
DEC 30,
2018
· CALL
FORforDETAILS
Expires
30,
2018
• Call
details
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30,2018
2018
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details
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Valid30,
until
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