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322 N 25th St  Richmond, VA 23223
(804) 644-8200

OUR SERVICES
Types of animals treated at 
Church Hill Animal Hospital:
 · Dogs
 · Cats
 · Small mammals
 · Birds
 · Reptiles

On-site specialized equipment:
 · Digital radiography
 · In-house lab
 · Dental equipment
 · ECG
 · Pulse oximetry

Our treatment specialties:
 · General medicine
 · Routine dental cleaning
 · Surgical extractions using 

advanced dental equipment
 · Soft tissue surgery



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Church Hill Association is engaged in three major activities to improve our association and our community. 
First, we are exploring the creation of a subsidiary 501c3 (a charity that could provide tax deductions for donors) 
for CHA’s many current as well as future educational and charitable causes. We’ve discussed this at membership 
meetings and will continue to provide opportunities for input at future meetings.  Our process will be to take 
questions from the membership, create a White Paper outlining the pros and cons of the proposal and then take a 
vote at a future meeting.  If you have thoughts about this proposal, please direct them to:  President @ChurchHill.
org.  We will include your thoughts in our White Paper.

A second activity is to engage in a by-laws review. There are several changes that could make our association more 
efficient and responsive. Removing operational procedures from the by-laws could streamline and enhance our 
understanding of our governance guidelines. Creating a separate and comprehensive policies and procedures 
manual for all association activities, e.g., holiday events, committee operations, board member and officer job 
descriptions would guide our daily operations. Currently many of these operational procedures are imbedded 
within our by-laws. Finally, a review of our mission statement could provide clarification of our purpose and focus 
for the roles of the board and the membership. We are asking for your recommendations regarding by-laws 
changes.  Simply write to:  President@churchHill.org. Your recommendations will be reviewed by the board and 
the best ideas will be recommended to the membership for a vote. The current by-laws are on our website: www.
ChurchHill.org. 

The third major task for the association is to survey the community to identify needed infrastructure improvements, 
prioritize those needs and advocate for them to be addressed by the city. Recently, the CHA Transportation 
Committee spearheaded a new effort to improve the quality of life for those living, working or just visiting our 
historic community.  As many of you know, the committee began its work last year under the vision of the past 
president, Geoffrey Cooper. The committee advertised for members and quickly grew to a very healthy number.  
Neighbors now meet on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm at the Urban Farm House, who has graciously 
provided not only space but the opportunity for great food and drink to compliment these lively brainstorming 
sessions.  

The group has had several significant success stories. Last year, we created a study of our historic staircases with 
pictures and narratives about safety issues. Councilwoman Newbille, as well as the Departments of Parks and 
Recreations and Public Works leadership, have been provided copies. Our Councilwoman is following up to 
see if needed repairs and maintenance can be achieved before the 2015 World Road Race Championship next 
September when thousands of guests are expected in our community. In addition to this study, the committee 
took on other issues related to transportation for Church Hill and the surrounding communities, such as, mass 
transit, sidewalks, cross walks, parking, traffic control, etc. We received many request for advocacy directed at 
improved school and playground cross walks, speeding studies, parking issues, bike racks, etc. We made so much 
progress working with the city agencies, more requests came in. It became obvious that we needed a vehicle to 
organize and prioritize our future advocacy efforts.

Thus, the committee created an electronic method, an open survey, to collect continuous input from our 
community members to identify our transportation related concerns. From periodic reviews of this data base, 
the committee can prioritize the issues and advance our advocacy efforts with the city. The website is: https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/158q3rrEfYfmO7xGEJSfTBeo4QTYAcUEaZQkRHbHNBgw/viewform?usp=send_form. 
When the CHA newsletter is uploaded to our website (www.ChurchHill.org) in early March; you can simply copy 
and paste this address to your web browser. Please go to this Google website and record the transportation issues 
you think need to be addressed. The committee will provide periodic updates on issues targeted for advocacy. 
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In our brainstorming sessions, we also noted that all of our CHA transportation needs and concerns are connected 
to our east end neighbors.  You simply can’t get to Church Hill without going through the Bottom, Fulton, 
Union Hill, Church Hill Central, etc.  To begin a dialogue with our neighbors, the committee hosted our first East 
End Neighborhood Association meeting with Richmond Hill on Thursday January 17th.  In attendance were 
representatives from the Church Hill Association, Richmond Hill, the Greater Fulton Civic Association, Church 
Hill Central Association, Union Hill Association, our local police and Sports Backers.  Most organizations had 
multiple attendees. Other associations expressed interest but were unable to attend this time. The main 
topics included our transportation survey and the coming Rapid Transit system. The latter was presented by 
GRTC staff after a background presentation by Richmond Hill staff.  The new and federally supported system 
between Rocketts Landing and Willow Lawn is now scheduled to be completed and positively impact 
our east end community within the next three years. Our future goal with this group of neighborhood 
associations is to create an on-going venue for our east end neighbors to share transportation concerns and 
goals for joint advocacy.

As always, a lot is going on in Church Hill. Don’t miss any of it.  If you haven’t joined or renewed your Church 
Hill membership, please do so now. There’s a form in the back of the monthly newsletter or go on-line at: 
www. ChurchHill.org. You can use a credit card and pay a small fee that also furthers our charitable work 
in the community. Sign up now, so you don’t miss any of the excitement on the Hill!  See you at the next 
membership meeting. 

Tom Wilds
CHA President
President@churchHill.org

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT (Continued)
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MEETINGS & NOTICES

Zoning Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 3, 6:00 pm

Generally held on the Tuesday before the Board 
meeting at the Patrick Henry Pub, 2300 E. Broad 
Street at 6:00 pm
Upcoming meeting: March 31st

CHA Board Meeting 
Thursday, March 5th at 6:00 pm 
Location: Urban Farmhouse

Generally held on the first Thursday of every month 
at the Urban Farmhouse, 310 N. 33rd St. in the Lava 
Lofts building at 6:00 pm
Upcoming meeting: April 2nd

Membership Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 7:00 pm
Location: St. John’s Parish Hall, 2300 E. Broad St.

Generally held on the third Tuesday of every month in 
St. John’s Parish Hall, 2300 E. Broad St., at 7:00 pm
Upcoming meeting: April 21st 

If any member wishes to attend any Zoning or 
Board meeting they are most welcome, but please 
check with the Secretary of the Association at Sec-
retary@churchhill.org for updated meeting times 
and dates.

ABOUT THE CHURCH HILL ASSOCIATION
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CHA Board of Directors
President, Tom Wilds  
president@churchhill.org
Vice President, Bill Dinkin 
vp@churchhill.org
Secretary, Vacant 
secretary@churchhill.org
Treasurer, Trish Bernal  
treasurer@churchhill.org
Assistant Treasurer, Paul Lozito
assistanttreasurer@churchhill.org

Directors at Large:
Mark Baush
Tish Bergin
Karen Jones
Barbara Cotter
Pamela Lipscombe

Past President, Geoffrey Cooper

Zoning Committee Chair, Bill Dinkin
 

Volunteers
Church Hill Newsletter:
Newsletter Editor/Publisher, Donna Neves
newsletter@churchhill.org
Advertising Coordinator, Celeste Deal
Lead Newsletter Distribution, 
South: Tom & Eileen Sanders  | 343-7157 
North: Sandra Horton  | 780-1641

Membership Coordinator, Amy Beem | 344-0001
membership@churchhill.org
Church Hill Planters, Marion Macdonald | 644-1347

For more information on joining the CHA, please see 
our website at: www.churchhill.org, or fill out the  
application included in this publication.

 
CHA Mission
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote 
a sense of unity and common endeavor among all 
the residents of the St. John’s Church, Church Hill 
North, and Chimborazo Old and Historic Districts, 
other residents of the East District, and other inter-
ested persons, in order to develop a stable, desirable 
urban neighborhood.

CALL FOR PHOTOS
What does Church Hill look like to you?

Send your iconic shots of the neighborhood to news-
letter@churchhill.org and see your image on the cov-
er of the Newsletter! Let’s find some new angles that 
show the changing Church Hill - or a new view of old 

classics like Libby Hill Park...



Membership Meeting Agenda
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NEWSLETTER CONTENT & ADVERTISING

What’s next...?

What corner of Church Hill’s history would you 
like to explore? Send suggestions for the next 
historic article to: 
newsletter@churchhill.org 

SEND MATERIALS
Only electronic submissions will be accepted. Send ad 
files to: newsletter@churchhill.org

AD SIZE AND PRICING
Half-page $60 at 7.5” x 4.75”
Quarter-page $45 at 3.5” x 4.75”
Full-page $115 at 7.5” x 10”
Back cover $125 at 7.5” x 10”

NEWSLETTER AD SPECS
Black and white art only
File formats: 300 dpi, PDF, TIF or JPEG
Files must be sized correctly
MSWord or .DOC files will not be accepted
Borders must fall within the size of ad space

PAYMENTS
10% discounts for orders of 3 months or more. Payments 
for ad space should be received no later than the 15th of 
each month for the upcoming issue. No ads will run if pay-
ment has not been received.
Payment by check only to:
CHA Newsletter
P.O. Box 8031
Richmond, VA 23223

CONTACT
If you are interested in advertising in the Church Hill 
Newsletter, please check the website for ad specifica-
tions at ChurchHill.org, or email questions to newsletter@
churchhill.org.

The Editor would like to offer a reminder that your neigh-
borhood newsletter is in need of monthly content, in-
cluding: 

• Informative, educational, historical articles with a fo-
cus on Church Hill;

• Photographs to go with articles and/or pictures that 
represent the neighborhood (will be printed in black 
& white, 300dpi, JPEG or TIF file, must be credited, 
and remain the property of the person submitting);

• Environmental or safety information that pertains to 
the neighborhood;

• Letters to the Editor (as space allows, 250 words);
• And more!!

Editorial Policy dictates that the newsletter is published 
monthly except for a combined November/December 
issue. All official opinions of the CHA are found in the 
minutes of the meetings. All other opinions expressed in 
the newsletter are the opinions of the individual author. 
Submissions are welcome, however, Editorial Policy does 
not allow for personal attacks, profanity or anonymous 
submissions. Submissions may be edited for space. Final 
approval rests with the Board of Directors.

The Church Hill Newsletter is distributed by volunteers 
throughout the Church Hill neighborhood (North and 
South of Broad Street). We also distribute to several area 
merchants. A total of 1600 issues are distributed monthly.

DUE DATES
Copy must be submitted by the 14th of each month to 
newsletter@churchhill.org.
Ad submissions must be received before the 15th of 
each month for the upcoming issue.
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Dear Neighbors,

Please join us on March 21nd & 22rd, as we celebrate the 30th Annual St. Patrick Irish 

Festival!

This is truly a Church Hill tradition as St. Patrick’s Church has been a neighbor since 1859! 

This celebration not only benefits St. Patrick’s Church, but many others around us.  They 

include   St. John’s Church, The Church Hill Crime Watch, the Church Hill Association,   Rich-

mond Hill, Child Savers, the Robinson Theater, the Salvation Army Meals Program, LINC, 

several childhood disease prevention organizations, and many other area causes!  Since 

we became a 501c3 non-profit organization in 2006, we have donated close to $1.5  million 

dollars to our community! This could not happen without your support and hard work.

This festival is a volunteer event, and each year we work with many of you on the 

grill, food lines, welcome gates, and the Guinness Truck! We thank you for your sup-

port and help!   We have a satellite parking lot at 16th and East Broad with drop off 

at 24th and East Broad.  We hope this helps with parking in the area. The streets will 

be closed this year from Friday March 20th to Sunday March 22th on East Broad 

and N. 25th between Grace and Marshall.  The closure will start Friday at 4 p.m. un-

til Sunday at 9 p.m. Richmond Police will be securing our event the entire time.   

Again this year, we kick-off the event with the Irish Parade on Saturday at 10 a.m. followed 

by great food, dancing, music and more! On Sunday join us early for the Hill Topper 5k! 

If you have any questions, please call us at 804-648-2585 or go to our webpage:

www.churchhillirishfestival.com.  

Again, thank you for helping us as we help so many in our community! The Irish Festival is 

a celebration of our heritage, but is truly a community effort to help those we care about!

May God Bless You!
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Bellevue Elementary School PTA 
By Tess Jones
Bellevue Elementary School PTA President

All the News from Bellevue

We are very proud to report that a student from Mrs Jackson’s First Grade went as the Bellevue school 
champion to the RPS citywide spelling bee in January. Sean Roots went three rounds on a stage full of 
3rd, 4th and 5th graders.

Congratulations also to Sean Browne from Mrs. Fairley’s 3rd grade who was our school-wide Spelling 
Bee runner up. Go Bellevue!

Jennifer Britt was unanimously voted in as PTA Treasurer at the January meeting. Daughter Lila is in her 
second year at Bellevue, we are thrilled to have the support of the entire Britt family.

Watch for our booth at this year’s Saint Patrick’s day festival. Students are planting shamrocks to sell for

$1 each. Thank you to Southern States Cooperative on Williamsburg Road for their donation of potting 
soil towards this project. Please come visit us.

The MCV community continues to embrace Bellevue. Several of the families have recently relocated 
to Richmond, and have chosen Bellevue to educate their children. Students from Denmark and Puerto 
Rico have joined our emerging international community of children from India and Saudi Arabia.

Lastly, Bellevue’s 4th graders in Richmond Ballet’s Minds in Motion Program will preview their final Per-
formance March 19 at 6:15pm immediately following our PTA meeting. If you can’t make the final show 
at the Carpenter Center April 30-May 2, or even if you can, please consider coming to see them perform 
on the Bellevue auditorium stage. You can’t imagine how inspiring it is to see these kids in action. Please 
come see what your community support has yielded.

Interested in enrolling at Bellevue?

Please call the school and schedule a tour at 804-780-4417 Kindergarten registration starts Thursday, 
April 16, 2015

Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellevuePTA 
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Chimborazo Basketball Game 

 PTA Fundraiser 

Come out and support your team! 

Friday, March 27th 

Armstrong High School Gym 

Doors open at 6pm, Game starts at 6:30pm 

Transportation Provided (Schedule will be sent out next week for pick up schedule) 

Parents v. Staff 

Tickets in advance $2 ($3 at the door) 

Concessions, Raffle Items, 

Half Time Step Show and Drum Line 



SNIPPETS

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER CORRECTION: 

The February issue included the 2015 Approved Budget; it was incorrectly titled "CHA 2015 Proposed 
Budget".  We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.

2014 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL – Thank you from the BOW HANGERS, Tracey and Tony Monteleone

Tony and I want to thank all who helped hang the bows in the neighborhood for the Christmas holi-
days.  They looked so festive.  Numerous people, neighbors as well as non neighbors complimented 
their beauty.  Thank you as well for helping to take them down.  If it weren’t for your help it would 
have been a monumental task.

Tom O,  Marilyn S, Robert N,  Brent H, Brett G,  Karen G.

Only 9 months until we start all over!

From Tracey and Tony Monteleone
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STRAWBERRY STREET SALES
IN THE HEART OF RICHMOND

409 Strawberry Street

www.strawberrystreetsales.com

804-340-0840

A Boutique Approach to Customer Service with a
National Network to DRIVE RESULTS

LONG	  &	  FOSTER	  REALTORS®	  
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Kirsten Lopresti, winner of James River Writers’ 2009 
Best Unpublished Novel (BUN) Contest, credits the 
feedback she received from judge and author Susann 
Cokal for helping her elevate her winning entry into an 
acclaimed debut novel, Bright Coin Moon, published 
in November by Sky Pony Press.

Cokal describes Bright Coin Moon as “Anywhere But 
Here for a new decade. Lopresti hits all the high notes 

in a story that’s wrenching, ripping, and often laugh-
out-loud funny.”

We caught up with Lopresti to learn more about her 
novel, talk about the impact of James River Writers, 
and highlight the power of contests for writers.

Lopresti, who resides outside of Washington, D.C., 
urges writers planning to enter the 2015 BUN Contest 
to stop waiting to send their manuscript. Heed her ad-
vice. The deadline is March 31.

Writers who reside in Virginia may submit the first 50 
pages of a previously unpublished novel. The first-
prize winner receives $500, publication of an excerpt 
in the September issue of Richmond Magazine, a ticket 
to the annual James River Writers Conference (October 
17-18, 2015), and feedback on the manuscript. Two 
finalists each receive $200. For more information, see 
jamesriverwriters.org.

JAMES RIVER WRITERS AWARD-
WINNER GETS BOOK PUBLISHED

What made you enter the Best Unpublished Novel Contest?
I saw the contest mentioned online and I had a finished nov-
el, so I thought, why not? I live in Virginia, so I was familiar 
with the James River Writers organization. I knew it would 
be a good, reputable contest.

How did winning help you elevate your manuscript?
It helped me a great deal. The judge that year was Susann 
Cokal, and she had some super suggestions for the manu-
script. She’s a very accomplished and talented writer, so I felt 
incredibly lucky to have the chance to get her feedback on 
my work.

Was the contest your first interaction with James River Writers?
Yes. I’d heard of the organization before, but the contest was 
my first real interaction. I’ve since become a member, and I 
renew every year. It’s a great group. I wish I lived closer to 
Richmond so I could take part in all of the activities.

How did you find your publisher?
I have an agent who submitted the manuscript. I found the 
agent through another contest I entered, The YA Discovery 
Contest.

When was your novel published yet?
Bright Coin Moon was published this past November by Sky 
Pony Press.

What is your novel about?
Bright Coin Moon is the story of a 17-year-old girl named 
Lindsey Allen. She’s an A student who has her heart set on 
becoming an astronomer, but first she must break away 
from her mother, an eccentric failed beauty queen who has 
set up a phony psychic reading shop in their Oregon garage.
Lindsey is biding time until she graduates high school, 
reading tarot cards for the neighbors in her mother’s shop 
and recording the phases of the moon in her Moon Sign 
notebook. Her life changes when her mother decides they 
should move to California to become Hollywood psychics to 
the stars.

What words of advice do you have for writers planning to enter 
the contest this year?
Keep writing. Keep submitting. Keep entering contests. You 
never know what will come out of it.

Interview by Robin Farmer, James River Writers board 
member and freelance writer. Find more about Robin at 
sonewsy.com.



MEETING MINUTES
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FINANCIAL REPORT Holiday Weekend Results 2011 - 2014
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2014 Treasurer’s Budget Report
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RVA’s Newest Riverfront Park
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LOCAL REFERRALS
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POLICE AND SAFETY
Emergencies 911
Non-Emergency Police PH: 646-5100
1st Precinct Station PH: 646-3602
Fire Station #1 PH: 646-4229
Church Hill Crime Watch PH: 648-2710
Commonwealth’s Attorney/Sector Prosecutor:

Colette McEachin PH: 646-4845
Sector Lieutenant: Lt. Minton PH: 646-0574 
Daniel.Minton@richmondgov.com.

NEIGHBORHOOD MAINTENANCE
Citizen’s Assistance PH: 646-7000
Citizen’s Request Services Online: 

http://eservices.ci.richmond.va.us/applica-
tions/citizensrequest/frmNewEntryType.asp#

City of Richmond Public Utilities PH: 644-3000
Code Violations related to historic preservation

Catherine Easterling PH: 646-7550
catherine.easterling@RichmondGov.com

Commission of Architectural Review PH: 646-6364
Zoning Administration PH: 646–6340
Housing Code Enforcement PH: 646-6419
Environmental Control PH: 646-7448
Graffiti Hotline PH: 646-1406
Truancy Hotline PH: 646-ABCD
Northeast District Parks Maintenance PH: 646-3216

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Governor Terry McCauliffe
Virginia State Capitol, 3rd Floor
PH: 786-2211

Senator Rosalyn R. Dance
Virginia Senate District 16
Capitol Office
PH: 698-7516
Email: district16@senate.virginia.gov

Delegate Delores L. McQuinn
Virginia House of Delegates 70th District
General Assembly Building
PH: 698-1070

Delegate Jennifer L. McClellan
Virginia House of Delegates 71st District
PH: 648-1171
Email: DelJMcClellan@house.state.va.us

Mayor Dwight C. Jones
City of Richmond
900 E. Broad Street, 2nd Floor
PH: 646-7970

7th District Richmond City Council Member 
Cynthia Newbille
PH: 646-3012
Email: Cynthia.Newbille@Richmondgov.com

7th District Richmond City School Board Member 
Donald Coleman
PH: 804-908-4589
Email: dcoleman2@richmond.k12.va.us

EAST DISTRICT AGENCIES
East District Families First PH: 646-4508
EDI – W.I.C. PH: 646-0775
Family Resource Center PH: 644-4496
Health Center PH: 780-0840
Social Services PH: 646-7212
Va. Cooperative Extension PH: 786-4150

RICHMOND RESOURCES
Better Housing Coalition PH: 644-0546
Black History Museum PH: 780-9093
Richmond CenterStage PH: 225-9000
Children’s Museum of Richmond PH: 474-7000
Edgar Allan Poe Museum PH: 648-5523
Historic Richmond Foundation PH: 643-7407
James River Association (804) 788-8811
Library of Virginia PH: 692-3500
Museum of the Confederacy PH: 649-1861
Richmond Ballet PH: 344-0906
Richmond Coliseum PH: 262-8100
Richmond National Battlefield Park PH: 771-2148
Richmond Symphony PH: 788-1212
Science Museum of Virginia PH: 367-6552
St. John’s Church Visitor Center PH: 648-5015
Valentine Richmond History Center PH: 649-0711
Venture Richmond PH: 788-6466
Virginia Historical Society PH: 358-4901
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts PH: 340-1400
Virginia Opera PH: 643-6004
Virginia War Memorial PH: 786-2060

CHURCH HILL CONTACTS






